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🎓 Spring 2026 Graduation Checklist
✅ Key Deadlines & Action Items
While these are the deadlines related to graduation, you can finish many of these tasks well ahead of time. We highly encourage you to “work ahead” and avoid missing important deadlines. 
☐ Mar. 20 – Reserve Guest Tickets
Each graduate may claim up to seven guest tickets via this Microsoft Form, also found in the Learning GRAD.0000 Graduation course.
· Guests aged six and older require a ticket.
· Children under six do not need a ticket if seated on an adult’s lap.
· Follow the instructions at the end of the form to request more tickets.
While we cannot guarantee additional tickets, we will make every effort to accommodate extra guests if space allows.
☐ Mar. 27 –Update Graduation Status
If you are unable to graduate, submit the Request to Void Graduation Application.
After this date, the $120 graduation fee will not be refunded. 
☐ Apr. 1 – Order Regalia
Graduates must order official Southeastern regalia through Herff Jones to participate in the graduation ceremony. Instructions are available in the Learning GRAD.0000 Graduation course. Please read all instructions carefully before placing your order.
Doctoral students purchasing their regalia should submit orders ASAP to allow for the 6+ weeks of regalia construction and shipping. 
☐ Apr. 10 – Confirm Graduate Information & Resolve Outstanding Requirements
The Graduate List and Diploma and Program Information Check Quiz will be posted and opened by March 16th. 
Review your details (degree program, name spelling, hometown, in absentia status) on the Graduate List.
· If corrections are needed, complete the Diploma and Program Information Check 	Quiz.
If your name appears with brackets [ ] on the Graduate List, your application is pending.
· Review the Degree Audit email (Subject: Spring 2026 Graduation – Pending) for outstanding requirements.
· Respond promptly to resolve any issues to ensure eligibility for graduation.
☐ Apr. 17 – RSVP for Magnolia Hill Reception
· Hosted by Dr. and Mrs. Akin at their home.
· You can RSVP for you and your guests here.
☐ Apr. 24 –Update Status to In Absentia (if not attending)
Participation in the ceremony is highly encouraged.
If you cannot attend, complete the In Absentia Request Form.
☐ May 4 – Complete Alumni Form
Fill out the Alumni Record Form to stay connected with Southeastern.
☐ May 6 – Clear All Student Accounts
All student account balances must be paid and outstanding items resolved by noon.
You will not be permitted to participate in graduation if you have outstanding account balances, library fines, books, or parking tickets.
☐ May 7 – Graduation Rehearsal
Location: Binkley Chapel
Times:
· Rehearsal will begin promptly at 8:30 am for MDiv, ThM, & Doctoral.*
· Rehearsal will begin promptly at 10:30 am for Undergrad, MA, & MTS.
· Check-in begins 15 minutes before the start time (8:15; 10:15).
Rehearsal is expected to last about 1 ½ hours.
Doctoral students, please bring hood to rehearsal
☐ May 7 –Magnolia Hill Reception
Location: Magnolia Hill (Dr. & Mrs. Akin's Home), 308 Durham Rd Wake Forest, NC 27587
Times: (Based on graduate’s last name)
· A-G 2:00 pm – 2:30 pm
· H-P 2:45 pm – 3:15 pm
· Q-Z 3:30 pm – 4:00 pm
☐ May 8 – Commencement Ceremony
Location: Binkley Chapel
Schedule:
· Morning Ceremony (MDiv, MTS, & Doctoral)
· Check-in will begin promptly at 8:15 am.
· Graduation will begin promptly at 10:00 am.
· Afternoon Ceremony (Undergrad, MA, & MTS)
· Check-in will begin promptly at 1:15 pm.
· Graduation will begin promptly at 3:00 pm.
Graduates will not be able to check-in for graduation after 8:30 am / 1:30 pm. If graduates arrive after 8:30 am / 1:30 pm, they may not be able to walk in the ceremony.
You will not be able to walk in the graduation ceremony if you do not have the proper regalia.


Last Updated: 1/8/26

📌 Additional Information & Reminders
Attire Guidelines
Men: Dress shirt (tie preferred), dress pants, dress shoes
Women: Dress, skirt, or dress pants with blouse, dress shoes
No dress code for rehearsal
Email Communication
All graduation updates will be sent to your student email.
Update email forwarding if needed.
Outstanding Courses
Graduates may walk with one outstanding course, provided it is completed in the next term (Winter/Summer).
· Respond to the Degree Audit email to confirm your completion plan.
· Once the outstanding course is completed, your degree will be officially conferred, and your diploma will be mailed to the address provided in your graduation application.
Photography & Videography
Southeastern photographers will capture headshots, degree photos, and ceremony moments.
· A link to download photos will be provided in the Learning GRAD.0000 Graduation course a few weeks after the ceremony.
Livestream
The ceremony will be livestreamed (not recorded).
To watch online, please click here.
Diploma Delivery
Diplomas are printed and shipped via Parchment.
· You will receive a digital diploma and confirmation email to update your mailing address. You will have 24 hours to update your address once the email has been received.
Regalia Reminder
Regalia must be ordered through Herff Jones and include the Southeastern seal/logo.
· Incorrect or missing regalia may prevent you from walking.
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